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Abstract
In its 150 years, Geneseo has seen the rise and fall of a number of literary magazines.
Publications such as The Experimentalist, Opus, and MiNT Magazine demonstrate the
hard work of countless students while simultaneously offering a glimpse into Geneseo’s history. Although these magazines have been stored in the Special Collections in
Milne Library, there is no digital repository of these magazines nor is their history widely
known. This project seeks to correct that. Over this past year, I have been scanning and
uploading old magazines to this project’s WordPress site: https://wp.geneseo.edu/litmag
project/. The intention is to make these magazines widely available so they can be viewed
by students, alumni, faculty, and prospective students. In addition, I am researching the
history of literary journals at Geneseo by studying these documents and interviewing
alumni about their experiences as student editors. When this project is complete, the
website should include a detailed history of each journal in addition to all the issues I
have uploaded over the course of the year. With this digital repository, these old publications will have new life breathed into them, inspiring future Geneseo students to
continue to create extraordinary literary journals.

A

t the beginning of my freshman year at Geneseo, I joined MiNT Magazine—the
student-run literary journal that published the art, photography, and writing of
Geneseo students. During my time here, MiNT has been my creative outlet; I’ve
been honored to hold the position of Editor-in-Chief since my sophomore year, and
I’ve found a community in the Geneseo literary magazine world, eagerly engaging with
readers, writers and artists, and with Gandy Dancer, our fellow magazine. However, despite my level of involvement, I knew very little about the history of MiNT or of any of
the other literary journals that have been published at Geneseo. This inspired the Geneseo Literary Magazine Project—the culmination of my four years of work on student
journals. Over the past year, I have scanned, edited, and uploaded over sixty magazines
published by Geneseo students from 1955 to 2017. The purpose of this project was to
make these magazines more widely available for the campus community to ensure that
their legacy lives on, and the hard work of students is not lost to time. Furthermore,
Geneseo’s literary magazines are an important part of our campus’s history, and they can
act as historical documents, serving as a window to the minds of students from decades
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ago. Thus, this project is incredibly important, and although I can never know what
effect this will have on the future, I can only hope that it will spark a greater love and
appreciation across the campus for literary journals, and for the hard work of creative
and brilliant students.
A literary magazine, or literary journal, is a publication dedicated to the proliferation
of literature that is driven by a mission, not the market, and it often publishes fiction,
essays, poetry, art, and photography alongside many other genres of work. Student literary magazines, meanwhile, are journals that publish student creative writing and art and
are run primarily by students. Although, sometimes this definition can be flexible—for
example, early issues of MiNT published more informational and editorial content than
creative work, and non-students have been published in past issues—it is these standards
that I used to determine which publications to focus on.
Literary magazines are incredibly important to society in general as they often provide
a voice for writers who go on to be major figures in the literary canon. They also have
much more freedom than profit-driven publications to deviate from the mainstream
and publish underrepresented voices or politically inflammatory content. On college
campuses, they serve a similar purpose. Magazines can act as a time capsule, reflecting
the particular moment that they are derived from. Just as contemporary issues discuss
Donald Trump, Black Lives Matter, and the COVID-19 pandemic because they inform
the creation of each magazine in some way, old issues discussed the 2003 invasion of Iraq
(Lee, 2003, p. 17), the Iran-Contra Affair (Lockwood, 1986, p. 2), and the Vietnam War
(Virtanen, 1966, p. 8). Additionally, they give a voice to students as they hone their craft,
affording them an outlet for expression and a community for creative connections. These
publications provide a backdrop to the contemporary love for literature at Geneseo,
showing that students have always cared to put their pens to paper and produce some-

Figure 1. An art piece by Lexi Hannah, from Opus, 2012–2013, before and
after editing it in Photoshop.
https://knightscholar.geneseo.edu/proceedings-of-great-day/vol2021/iss1/11
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thing beautiful. These documents are important because students loved making them;
thus, they deserve to be remembered.
As I originally intended this project, most of the fall semester would have been spent
scanning and editing old magazines, and the spring semester would have been spent
working on the website, studying the magazines to learn more about them, and contacting alumni to discuss their experiences. However, this past year, I have faced major
setbacks that impacted the schedule and prevented me from spending as much time on
the research and outreach. In January of 2020, Milne Library was closed due to asbestos, preventing me or anyone from accessing the Special Collections. The COVID-19
pandemic subsequently interrupted efforts to retrieve and clean the Collections, so I was
unable to work with them until March of 2021. I was lucky enough to find some old
issues in the English Department Office. However, most of these were copies of Opus
from the last twenty years, and therefore, they did not accurately represent the campus’s
literary magazine history. Once I finally did gain access to the Special Collections, I was
able to fill in the gaps in my research, but I then had to spend the majority of the spring
semester scanning and uploading, preventing me from doing as much research or alumni
outreach as I would have liked. Nonetheless, another student, Jessica Vance, will be taking over for me in the fall, hopefully being able to pick up where I left off and carry out
the portions of the project I was unable to.

Figure 2. The spreadsheets where I detailed metadata and other important information.
The process of digitizing the magazines begins with scanning. Using a flatbed scanner
accessible to me through Milne Library, I scanned each page of each issue into Adobe
Acrobat. This process, while enjoyable, was incredibly time-consuming: scanning a single
issue could take anywhere from thirty minutes to well over an hour, and Adobe crashed
many times, interrupting the scan and forcing me to restart that issue. Then, using Acrobat, I cropped each page and added links so that the Table of Contents was clickable.
This was designed to assist future readers in perusing these issues and to aid me in quickly
navigating the documents. In addition, I often had to edit pages using Adobe Photoshop.
Certain images, when scanned, featured boxes and discoloration on the page. Therefore,
I edited them to appear more like the original image. Once each issue was fully digitized,
I then uploaded it to Google Drive, where it was accessible for Tracy Paradis, Digital
Collections & Archives Librarian, to upload to KnightScholar, the digital repository for
Geneseo publications. In order for her to be able to add these issues to KnightScholar, I
Published by KnightScholar, 2022
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also had to record extensive metadata on each issue, which I logged in a Google Sheet. I
also had a second Google sheet, where I recorded information I felt was relevant to my
research, such as what editorial positions each magazine offered, who created the cover
of the magazines, and who each advisor was.
The second major part of this project was the website: “The Geneseo Literary Magazine
Project,” hosted by a Geneseo WordPress account. There are five pages on this website:
•

“Home”: This is a landing page for anyone first visiting the website. It displays
the covers of old magazines; the main menu, which directs readers to the other
pages; and a brief description of the project and its purpose.

•

“About this Project”: This contains much of the same content written in
this paper, informing readers about my intentions and what the purpose of
recording these old literary magazines is.

•

“Learn About the Journals”: Here, I briefly wrote about each of the nine
journals I researched. I discussed what their lifespan was, what kind of content
they published, any unique features, and how they fit into the larger Geneseo
literary landscape.

•

“Catalogue of Issues”: Once all the magazines have been uploaded to
KnightScholar, this page will provide links to that. I had wanted to upload
the PDFs directly to this page, however, Geneseo WordPress’s maximum file
upload size is 1 mb. In the meantime, I’ve linked web viewers to the Google
Folder containing all the PDFs. Hopefully the issues will be available on
KnightScholar soon.

•

“Missing Issues”: While the Special Collections had a lot of copies of
magazines, there are still many issues that I know to exist but do not have, such
as Opus, 2011-2012; sporadic issues of The Experimentalist and Our Time; and
all but one issue of Subterranea. The purpose of putting this page here is to

Figure 3. The homepage of the website, featuring the cover of Opus, 2012–2013.
https://knightscholar.geneseo.edu/proceedings-of-great-day/vol2021/iss1/11
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draw attention to the missing issues in the hopes that patrons of the site will be
able to add the missing pieces in the future.
In addition to these two primary focuses of this project, the other thing that I was able
to do, if even briefly, was work with Tracy Gagnier of Alumni Relations in order to poll
alumni on their experiences. I heard from five former editors, four of whom graduated
in the years since 2000, and one of whom graduated in 1964. From these editors’ poll
responses, I was able to glean a little bit of insight into what editing was like for the
various magazines I’ve been studying. I intended to reach out to these editors to follow
up on some of their answers but was unable to given time constraints. Once again, this
is an avenue that I hope Jess will pursue so as to discover even more about the history of
the publications.
Over the course of Geneseo’s history, the impact and engagement with literary magazines
waxed and waned. From 1955 when the first known literary magazine at Geneseo was
published, through the 1980s, The Experimentalist was the dominant literary publication
on campus. Then, as computers and desktop publishing became more widely available,
the campus began to see more publications, and the number of student literary journals
grew from the 1980s to today. The 1990s and early 2000s in particular saw a proliferation of journals. As The Experimentalist shuttered around 1990, six new publications
were founded between 1994 and 2003. I definitely attribute this to the accessibility of
programs like Adobe InDesign, as well as the internet, which allowed for an easier time
collecting submissions, advertising, and distributing.
One thing I was hoping to find when looking at Geneseo history through these publications was the discussion of current events and insight into the students’ feelings at the
time. The Vietnam War, for example, was a topic I kept coming back to as something
I hoped and expected to find students discussing. From 1964 to 1973, many of these
students might have been drafted, expected to be drafted, or had friends and family
who were drafted; therefore, I thought it would be a common issue that students would
attempt to grapple with through creative writing. Instead, I was surprised to find that it
barely ever came up. Pekka Virtanen’s poetry from The Experimentalist, 1966, discussed
it briefly, and other students occasionally alluded to it, but it was not a common theme
in those early issues. Politics did not generally appear in The Experimentalist; it was later
journals like Our Time and MiNT Magazine that critiqued presidents, foreign policy,
and social norms. My theory as to why The Experimentalist rarely discussed such pressing
current events is that students were likely tired of thinking about them; to these students,
literary magazines were an escape, so it makes sense that they were not eager to write
about what troubled them. MiNT treats the COVID-19 pandemic similarly. Although
we discuss it in the “Dear Reader,” as it is important context behind the creation of the
magazine, we have not published a single piece about COVID-19 in the past year and a
half. Perhaps The Experimentalist might have discussed the Vietnam war in its own “Dear
Readers,” but it tended not to have such editorial notes, and when it did have them, they
were usually shorter and did not provide much political and societal context.
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Next, I would like to spend some time discussing each of the magazines I looked at as
each has its own history and its own unique contribution to the Geneseo campus. This
information can also be found on the “Learn About the Journals” page of my website.

The Experimentalist

Founded in 1955 by members of the Geneseo English Club, The Experimentalist is the
first known literary magazine on Geneseo’s campus. As the editors wrote in “Fatihah,”
the editorial that began the first issue,
The purpose of The Experimentalist is to provide a medium of expression for
the students of the College. We hope it will encourage people to write, to
aspire to more articulate written expression, and to gain satisfaction from
sharing thoughts and ideas with others. (Kashuba et al., 1955, p. 5)
The early issues published poetry, essays, and fiction, and were often interspersed with
little doodles and drawings. However, beginning around the 1960s, art became more fre-

Figure 5. A drawing from
The Experimentalist, 1956 likely by
Mary Lou Allgeier.

Figure 4. Cover of
The Experimentalist, 1955 by
Alice Doorley.

Figure 6. Art by Carol Cherney and
photograph by Dan Jandorf,
The Experimentalist, 1967.
https://knightscholar.geneseo.edu/proceedings-of-great-day/vol2021/iss1/11
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quent and covers more vibrant, replacing the simple doodles of the past. Meanwhile, the
club published writing contest winners from 1957–1966, which were typically judged by
faculty from other New York colleges. Categories included the Mary A. Thomas Poetry
Award, the Lucy Harmon Fiction Award, the William T. Beauchamp Literary Award (for
general contributions to English and the literary culture at Geneseo), as well as awards
for playwriting and essays.
The 1967 issue of The Experimentalist is the first instance of photography published in
a Geneseo literary magazine. In the center pages of the little blue-green booklet, five
black-and-white photographs and three drawings are featured amidst the typical poetry
and prose.
The last known issue of The Experimentalist was published in the fall of 1990. As both the
earliest and longest-running literary magazine at Geneseo, it was the model upon which
each future Geneseo journal would be based. One can see its influence on all the journals
that came after it.

Figure 7. “Comet Rider” by Scira,
featured as the cover of Our Time.

Our Time

Our Time was founded in 1985 by Kwadjo Boaitey as a “contemporary arts magazine
where the student body may release their artistic talents.” Though they coexisted, Our
Time and The Experimentalist clearly filled different niches. Our Time appeared like a
commercial magazine featuring editorials, reviews, and records of student quotations,
upcoming concerts, and other events alongside poetry and prose. Though color still only
appeared on the cover, the issues still managed to pop, filling up its larger pages with
more artwork and photography. It also generated revenue through advertisements and
sales.
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This model continued for a few years; however, as The Experimentalist shuttered, Our
Time moved in to fill its niche, publishing issues filled with more and more creative work
and less editorials or advertisements. The last known issue, published in 1997, is a halfsized booklet and features only poetry and prose.
Our Time is another publication whose impact can be felt even beyond its lifetime. Its
unique characteristics, its contemporary style, its engagement with pop culture, and its
sense of humor would carry on into later publications such as MiNT Magazine among
others. In the words of Shelli L. Stiverson, Editor-in-Chief of the fall 1987 issue, “When
a group of intelligent, creative and determined students put their minds and efforts
together, something special is bound to occur. That special something is Our Time Magazine.”

Ruby Bayou

Figure 8. Cover of Ruby Bayou, 1994.
Ruby Bayou was a short-lived magazine of the mid- to late 1990s founded by the Womyn’s Action Coalition. It was first published in November of 1994, and though they
focused primarily on writing about race, gender, sexuality, and women’s issues, they also
covered a variety of subjects within their poetry, fiction, and essays. As its mission statement, printed in two different issues, reads,
What is this publication about? This is for our readers to determine…. We
solicit provocative and intelligent thinking, whether the medium be articles,
poetry, essays, or black and white artwork, including photography. This is a
forum in which students and faculty can express their concerns and creativity. Like so many other things, Ruby Bayou is going to be what we make of it.
(Ferguson et al., 1995, p. 1)
Only five known issues of Ruby Bayou were published, its last issue printed in the fall of
1996.
https://knightscholar.geneseo.edu/proceedings-of-great-day/vol2021/iss1/11
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Figure 9. Cover of Equinox, Spring 1995.

Equinox

Only one issue of Equinox is known to exist, a spring 1995 issue, published by the English Club. Given its foundation shortly after the shuttering of The Experimentalist, it was
likely founded to fill that void. It is small, crisp, professional-looking, and features only
fiction and poetry. Not much else is known about this short-lived publication, but it is
the second magazine run out of the English Club, being succeeded by Opus just a few
years later.

Figure 10. Cover of Subterranea, 1999 by Eileen Coughlin.

Subterranea

Subterranea is another short-lived publication about which little is known. The only
known issue was published in spring of 1999, though it claims to be “Subterranea’s
fourth emergence,” implying that there are at least three missing issues of this magazine.
Published by KnightScholar, 2022
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Subterranea billed itself as “an underground literary magazine.” It published poetry and
prose, some which was experimental in its structure, such as “(nonsent x message)s &
time” (Mesmer, 1999, p. 6), which depicted four photo-copied poems with different
orientations on the page.

Speak

Speak Magazine is another publication of which there is only one known issue that alludes to others. Issue no. 2 from spring 2000 contains poetry, political essays, and stories
of studying abroad.
This issue is in many ways reminiscent of Our Time before it; it contains fun little cartoons and editorials and, on the very last page, a list of facts about Geneseo’s history. It
is unknown what became of Speak after 2000, but it does stand out for both its unique
style as well as the fact that it was the first known magazine with an online component.

Opus

Figure 10. Cover of Opus, Spring
2003.

Figure 10. Cover of Opus, 2012–
2013.

Opus is the latter of the three publications produced by the Geneseo English Club. Its
first issue came out in spring 2003, and it published annually until 2017. Unlike many of
the other journals cataloged in this project, Opus maintained a singular design and structure throughout its time as a publication; it is known for its full-size pages and covers
eagerly bearing its name. Often, the title of the journal was incorporated into the cover
image in some way, and the artwork or photography was attributed to the Opus Staff, or
to a collection of students.
Opus published poetry, fiction, essays, plays, artwork, and photography. It tends to adhere to the same literary tradition as The Experimentalist; however, it displays a notable
https://knightscholar.geneseo.edu/proceedings-of-great-day/vol2021/iss1/11
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sense of informality and humor that earlier English Club publications lacked. Letters to
the readers in the opening pages often referenced Opus’s age by saying that it was entering
its teenage years or that it was in high school, and one acknowledgement section memorably thanked one of the editors for “putting up with and not killing” her co-editor.
Although at one point Opus was the primary literary magazine for Geneseo, it began
to decline as its contemporaries, MiNT Magazine and Gandy Dancer, became more of
a priority for students. In addition, the retirement of its advisor Dr. Greenfield meant
the end of the English Club, and Opus published its brief final issue in spring of 2017.
Nonetheless, it is still remembered by students on campus as a beacon of literary talent,
and alumni describe it as a lot of fun and an incredibly rewarding process.

MiNT Magazine

Figure 12. A spread on the Iraq War by Fiona
Lee, Spring 2003.
Figure 11. Cover of MiNT
Magazine, Spring 2003.
MiNT Magazine is one of two ongoing publications at Geneseo. MiNT, like Opus, was
founded in 2003; however, unlike Opus, MiNT did not initially appear to be a traditional literary magazine. In its early years, MiNT was funded by the Vice-President’s Grant
for Creating Community Through Diversity and, thus, was published with the intent of
being a multicultural magazine. It was titled MiNT because:
[a] mint is something refreshing, something you always want, something you
usually need. It is that extra something you need after a meal. A mint leaf has
healing properties. Something that’s in mint condition means fresh and new.
A mint is also a place or source of invention. (Lee & Pederson, 2003, p. 3)
Although it published some poetry and creative prose, in its early days it functioned as
much more of an editorial publication, showcasing educational and opinion pieces about
Published by KnightScholar, 2022
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politics and current events. For example, the first issue was published in 2003, so much
of it focused on the Iraq War and George W. Bush. It drew a lot of inspiration from Our
Time, sharing similar formats and a common advisor. MiNT is also notable for being the
first—and only—Geneseo publication to feature themed issues.
Over the years, however, MiNT shifted away from editorials into traditional poetry,
prose, and artwork; its 2012 issue “FulfillMiNT” was among the first known issues to
feature this new style. MiNT still exists today as the oldest continuous student-run literary magazine.

Gandy Dancer

Figure 13. Cover of Gandy Dancer, Issue 1.1
Finally, we come to Geneseo’s newest magazine. Gandy Dancer was founded in 2012 by
Professor Rachel Hall and Suraj Uttamchandani. It began as an online-only publication
but transitioned to printing copies shortly after. It was named in honor of the gandy
dancers, a slang term for railroad workers who laid down the tracks.
Gandy Dancer, unlike the Geneseo publications that came before it, has a great deal
of faculty oversight, being managed by Professor Rachel Hall through the Editing and
Production class. The rotating students in the class make up the Masthead, and they are
divided into genre groups which read poetry, fiction, and creative nonfiction, respectively. Also, unlike the Geneseo publications that preceded it, it is the only publication to
welcome submissions from other schools. Gandy Dancer welcomes all SUNY students to
submit, and as result, has created a literary community that has expanded even beyond
Geneseo.
https://knightscholar.geneseo.edu/proceedings-of-great-day/vol2021/iss1/11
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Conclusion

Sadly, the future of this project does not lie in my hands. I desperately wish I could keep
going and do the things I wasn’t able to, but I’m nonetheless excited to see where it goes,
and I’m excited to hopefully come back and present this research at the fall Forum for
Undergraduate Student Editors conference at Geneseo. This project has been incredibly
rewarding, and I’ve loved doing it. I know how important preserving these documents is
for the campus community, and I hope that after my time and Jess’s time working on this
project comes to a close, the campus continues to value its literary history, preserving and
studying the old issues. The most validating part for me has been seeing where I fit in the
fabric of writers and editors that came before me. Old editors have included funny quips
in their magazines, referencing inside jokes and pop culture trends, and I see myself in
them. Furthermore, mistakes are not infrequent in these old issues; however, the imperfection reminds us that these were just students, trying their best and loving what they
do. One quote from The Experimentalist, Spring 1970, stood out to me in particular: “In
an age of perfectionism, let this magazine stand forever, a living monument to the forces
of anti-professionalism.” Student editors know that our work is rarely perfect, but it is a
labor of love, and we are honored to do it. I am honored to assist these old magazines in
standing forever, just as The Experimentalist Staff requested.
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